Ohe 
Mlinistey 


David Lai and his wife on their wedding day. 


NEWS OF THE TAIWAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ee we OS Vol. XIII No. 4 DECEMBER 1974 


“RRIENDSHIP”- magazine of the Taiwan Episcopal Church. 
Editors: Roy Taylor and John Chien. 


F pomaie Bishop 


Dear flock and friends, 


Since our last issue (Sept. 1974, a Youth Number), I wish to report to you the 


following new happenings:- 


1. Meetings. On Oct. 14-18, I attended the House of Bishops meeting in Oaxtepec, 
Mexico. This was the first time the Bishops met outside of the U.S. We confirmed 
our support for the Ordination of Women by a two-thirds majority as against a 
bare majority in 1972. Our Diocese, being the only Chinese diocese in the American 
Episcopal Church, was given freedom to revise our Chinese Prayer Book in adapting 


to national culture and custom. 


I met again with St. John’s and St. Mary’s alumni and alumnae groups in San 
Francisco on Oct. 9 and in Honolulu on Oct. 26. They were very enthuasistic to 
support our St. John’s University centenary project of building an Auditorium at St. 


John’s and St. Mary’s Institute of Technology, Hsinpu, in 1979. 


On November 25-29, Rev. Wang Hsien-chih and I attended a Seminar on 
Mission in East Asia and Consultation on Partners in Mission in Hong Kong. This 
was jointly sponsored by the CCSEA and the NSKK and is partly in preparation 
for the full Council of the CCSEA is Kuching, April 1975. 


2. Persons. Mr. F. T. Ley led a group of 15 church leaders from Taiwan for a 
month-long goodwill tour to Europe. They visited ten states and returned on Sept. 


17, after cementing friendships with the governments and churches in these countries. 


Mr. Y. R. Hsia M. S., a senior government officer and sugar-cane growing 
expert, was ordained the first non-stipendiary clergy man on St. Matthews’ Day Sept. 


21 at Grace Church, Tainan, where he now serves as an honorary curate. 


Canon Samuel Chen left on Oct. 1 for a year of study and practical experience 
in England as a C.M.S. bursar. His studies will be at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and 
Crowther Hall Selly Oaks. His work at St. Paul’s Clinic, Kaoshiung, was taken over 


by, the Rev. M. T “Aians, while Mire y Fie Lan alesse up Rev. Huang’s work at 
St. Andrew’s, Chiading. 
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Rev. K. H. Lin, Chaplain of the Anglican High School and St. Andrew’s Cathedral 
Mandarin congregation in Singapore, came to our Diocese in Oct. for a year of 
study and practical experience, especially in youth work. He is now attached to St. 
John’s Cathedral and takes courses at the Taiwan Theological College and China 


Evangelical Seminary. 


Rev. K. H. Hu and family returned in Oct. after nearly two years’ of service 
in the Diocese of West Malaysia as Vicar of St. Paul’s Church in Penang. He 
increased the congregation and built a new Vicarage for St. Pauls’ before he left. 


He started work at Holy Trinity Church, Keelung, on Oct. 17. 


Rev. John Chien was inducted as Vicar of Good Shepherd Church, Shihlin, on 
Oct. 22. He had been away for a year studying at the Virginia Theological Seminary 
where he got an S. T. M. On June 11, he represented our Diocese (along with Mr. 
William Wang) at the Installation of the new Presiding Bishop John Allin at 
Washington National Cathedral. 


Rev. Wang Hsien-chih left for Hong Kong on Nov. 24 to stay at the Chung 
chi Theological Seminary for part of his doctoral studies at the Graduate School of 
the S.E. Asian Association of Theological Colleges. From Nov. 25-29, he attended 
the Seminar on the Mission of the Anglican Church in Asia at Morrision House, 
Hong Kong, with Bishop James Pong and Dr. C. F. Hsiao, principal of Tainan 


Theological College, who attended as a speaker and resource person. 


Rev. Herbert C. M. Yen will retire at the end of March, 1975 when reaching 
65. However, as there seems to be no clergy available to replace him then, the 


bishop has asked him to remain at St. Mark’s Church, Pingtung, for three more 


months. 


3. Institutions. A new Girls’ Hostel for the local vocational secondary school 


was opened at St. Andrew’s Church, Chiading, in September with 21 girls in residence. 


A Taiwanese Service on Sunday evenings was started at Good Shepherd Church 
on Oct. 13. There are now four Sunday services in Taiwanese in the diocese (the 


others are at St. Paul’s, Kaoshiung, St. Peter’s, Chiayi and the Kou Bei congregation). 


The Advent Church Kindergarten will be closed at the end of the term in 
January, 1975. The Government has ordered its closure, because according to the 


law, the Kindergarten does not own the land on which it operates. 


4. A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your family. 


Your affectionate Bishop, 


+ James Pong 


THE MINISTRY 


In these articles three men give their impressions of the work of the minister 
in the Taiwan Episcopal Church today. They do not represent a complete answer to 


the problems of today’s church, but may serve to trigger off further thoughts. 


(1) An Interview with David Lai 


David will soon complete his training at the seminary, and should be ordained 
eariy in the new year. He got married in September (see cover photograph) and 
moved to Chiading to assume responsibility for St. Andrew’s Church. Here he speaks 


as one who is about to begin his work as a minister. 


-Let us start at the beginning, David. 
Why do you think you are called to the 


ministry? 


-It all began one summer eight years 
ago when I was sick in Mackay Hospital 
in Taipei. At that time I felt God was 
calling me to the preaching of the Gospel; 


yet I hardly dared to believe it could be 
so when I reflected that I had only had 


faith for two years, and I was still so 

weak and powerless. After a further year of seeking and pondering, I felt the call 
of God more strongly. So it was that, despite the opposition of my relatives, I set 
out on the road to full-time-service, and entered the seminary for training. Through 
the experience of these years I became aware that the person who follows God’s 
will is equipped by him for witness. It is only in preaching the Gospel that I have 
real peace and joy; no other job could give me such peace. I therefore reckon that I 


have received a call. 


-As a result of your call, David, you entered the seminary for training. Tell me, 


what do you think of this training? 


-Although the Tainan Theological College is a joint venture of the Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians and the Methodists, over 90% of staff and students are Presbyterians, 
and this makes the Presbyterian element very strong. By contrast, there is only one 
student (myself) receiving an Episcopal training, so that I sometimes think of my self 


as a “hanger-on”. It is true that I have received instruction on Episcopal matters 
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from Rey. Peyton Craighill, but I feel this is not as much as I need to know for 


the work of an Episcopal minister which lies before me. 
-You don’t feel entirely satisfied with your training, then? 


-I feel that, in our seminary, there is a lot of emphasis on theological knowledge 
and theory, and not enough on the development of the spiritual life. I know it is 
one’s own responsibility to develop one’s own spiritual life; yet I also feel that if 
during our theological training it is neglected or tderearedh the church will be 


weak in spirituality, and growth will be a real problem. 
-Do you not feel that your training has been practical enough, David? 


~For myself, my practical experience for my future work has been considerably less 
than that of the Presbyterian students. Because of this, when I take on responsibility 
in the church, I must slowly feel my way. It is my hope, therefore, that, when the 
diocese sends other students to the seminary, they will have more opportunity for 


practical experience. 
-Have you anything further you would like to say about the seminary? 


-~Yes, I would like to thank all those clergy and teachers who helped me through 
my period of training, who were so concerned about my difficulties and needs. This 


concern and help made my training more smooth, and gave me courage to keep going. 


_Let us switch to another subject, David-a big subject, in fact. What do you think 
the Taiwan Episcopal Church needs today? 


_-It has a lot of needs, but there is one which I want to mention first of all. The 
TEC should work hard to bring more young people into the church and give them 
opportunities for responsibility. It is a present fact that most of those who attend 
Sunday worship are above middle age. I am under no delusion as to the urgency of 


this need. 


_If this is such a need, David, what can be done about it? 


_I feel I can help in the following ways:- 

I want to strengthen Sunday School work, to sow the seeds of the Gospel among 
children, to train them through their growing years, so that they may join the 
Young People’s Fellowship and formally enter the Church. Secondly, I want to keep 
up the work of the Young People’s Fellowship; for a church which does not include 


young people among its activities has no future. In my experience, one of the best 
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ways to attract young people to come to church is to hold make-up classes during 
the summer vacation. This kind of activity, as well as being beneficial to the students 
themselves, earns the gratitude of their parents. Thirdly I want to do all I can to 
meet the needs of young people, and encourage them to attend summer camp. 
Fourthly I want to persuade our members to encourage young people from their 


neighbourhood to come to church. 


-~Thank you, David. We wish you God’s blessing as you seek to put all this into 


practice. 


(2) Rev. Michael Liu-The Role of the Episcopal Priest io Taiwan 


Michael recently spent a year in England and lreland, 
gaining fresh experience. He was scheduled for work in 
Taipei, but there was a change of plan, and he ts now Vicar 
of Grace Church, Tainan. 


This is the twentieth year of Episcopal work in Taiwan. 
Looking back over the past twenty years, it cannot be said 
that Christian work in Taiwan has accomplished nothing. 
The number of believers has grown, and new churches have 


been built. But if we compare this with population growth 


in Taiwan, it is far from enough. Out of every 100 people, 
only three or four would call themselves Christians, and this includes the Roman 
Catholic Church. On a typical Sunday morning, the number of worshippers in all 


twelve of our Episcopal churches does not exceed 500, 


From the above fact it is obvious that the Episcopal priest’s first priority in his 
work is to increase the number of church members. In a few words, each parochial 
minister must do some hard pioneer work. How can this be done? In my experience, 
we priests are normally sent to a strange place to start Christian work. If in that 
church there is no social work for a catalyst it is very hard, within a short space 
of time, to make contact with the local people. If points of contact are few, there 


is little effective work. 


If you look at the Presbyterian Church, you will find that it is at present the 
largest denomination in Taiwan. 108 years ago the first pioneers in north and south 
started from clinic work; thus by the healing of sickness they showed the love of 


Jesus. From this a lot of unbelievers were converted. 


Because of this, several parishes in the last few years have opened up social 


organizations, such as kindergartens. and student hostels. This is the right way. If 
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the Church is successful in its social work, the priest has a good chance to make 
contact with the local people. Through holding meetings for parents and visiting 
the children’s families, it is possible to introduce them to Jesus Christ, or to invite 
them to come and join in evangelistic meetings and other Church meetings. May 


the Holy Spirit work to increase the number of our church members: 


In establishing social service organizations, another advantage it that money 
can be earned for the support of the Church. From this, it is obvious that the 
Episcopal Church’s role, as well as the normal tasks of preaching, visiting, admini- 
stration etc., must be to expand, by means of social service organizations, the missionary 
work of the Church and earn enough money for local support. These are my own 


humble ideas. 


Our present church members are mainly those who came from the mainland. 
We must not neglect these. The minister’s job is to train these, so that they may 


be effective in their witness to others. 


One of our weaknesses is that too much attention is given to the minister. 
There is not enough opportunity for church members to talk together about the 
spiritual life. They just talk about TV and other things. The minister should 
encourage them to attend house meetings, as a means to this end. Families should 
be encouraged to worship together in the home. In this, the priest’s family should 
first set an example. If a family feels it is too busy for this, then it is time to 


establish where the priorities lie. 


(3) An Interview with William Hsia- 


On St. Matthew’s Day at Grace Church, Tainan, Mr. 
Hsia was ordained as the first non-stipendiary clergman 
in the diocese. In order to find out more about his place in 


our church today, we arranged the following interview. 


~Why does the Taiwan Episcopal Church need an auxiliary 


priest? 


~The problem is best answered by the Bishop or the Church 


Development Committee. However, in my own opinion, church 


work is not just the responsibility of the clergy-it is for all 
churchpeople; so the more people you have to do church work, or to labour for its 
expansion, the better it is. If in a church there are two or three teachers or elders 
working together, one can make up for the deficiencies of another. Through such 


cooperation, we can maintain church growth. 
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_~What sort of training have you had, Mr. Hsia, for your ministry? 


-~It depends what sort of training you mean. If you mean theological training, I 
have not passed through seminary, but I have had a long period of time to study 
the teaching of the Bible. I once wrote a 56,000 character book for non-Christians 
called “Explanation of Christianity”; this clearly explains my faith and my point of 


view. 
-But you have had some formal training too? 


-~Oh yes, during the past year I have had opportunity, through the help of Rev. 
Peyton Craighill, Vice-Principal of Tainan Theological College and Rev. Wang 
Hsien-Chih, the former vicar of Grace Church, to discuss problems concerning the 


liturgy of the Taiwan Episcopal Church, Christian doctrine, and church growth. 
-Are there any fields of study in which you are particularly interested? 


-~Yes, I am busy studying the thought of the Chinese philosopher, Motze especially 
his view of Heaven. Amongst our ancient philosophers, only Motze had religious 
thoughts, only he said that everyone must obey the will of heaven. Besides this, he 
was not only a propagandist and a philosopher: he was also one who put his thoughts 
into practice; the philosophy which he put forth was practical. Because of this, I 
think we can take his religious thought and his doctrine that we should love 
everyone without distinction and avoid fighting, together with the Christian teaching 


that we should love our enemies, and win the approval of many people. 


-Coming now to the subject of your ordination, how does your work differ from 


that of an ordinary minister? 


-A minister’s job is first of all to preach Christian Gospel and to direct those 
already in the church and to help those outside to be converted to God. My secular 
job is the study of agricultural science; ; 
it is to seek to increase the sweetness 
of sugar, so as to give people better 
health. So the former, in preaching the 
truth of Chrrist, seeks to feed the souls 
of people; the latter is concerned to 
improve people’s health. Both are needs 
of people. We ought not to think only 
of the needs of the body, to the neglect 


of the needs of the spirit; likewise we 


The Hsia farmily pictured with the 
Bishop on ordination day. 


ought not to think only of the needs of 


the spirit to the neglect of the needs of the body. So I think that in my present 
job I do both. I will do my best to serve God and man. 


- What contribution do you think you can make to our church as a whole? 


-It is not easy to give a clear answer. I do not think the main need of the Taiwan 
Episcopal Church today is extra clergy or missionaries, because the present number 
of priests exceeds the number of churches; the greatest need of the Taiwan Episcopal 
Church, and, indeed, of the church as a whole, is to bring together Christian 
thought and traditional Chinese thought. The Chinese do not necessarily think of 
Christianity as a foreign religion; but they think that Christian thought is something 
foreign. A much needed subject for study is how we can bring them together, 


understand them thoroughly, and show their mutual dependence. 
-Do you have any closing words? 


-~I think that if time and conditions allow, I should like to analyze and explain my 
understanding of Chinese philosophy and Christian doctrine, so as to form a_ bridge 
between the cultures of East and West. This is not a special contribution-it is my 


aspiration, my special hope. 


COMMENT 


Whether we like it or not, it is generally true that a church stands or falls by 
the quality of its ministers. It is important, therefore, to have a well-trained, Spirit- 


filled and godly ministry if you would have a healthy church. 


We are still a small church. There are only twelve centres where regular 
Chinese worship is held; we have a large technical school, and a few student hostels 
and kindergartens. Our ordained staff comprises a Bishop, 13 Chinese clergy currently 
working in Taiwan, one non-stipendiary minister, four clergy from overseas, two 
men currently receiving further training abroad, and one man involved in overseas 
missionary work. One man is hoping to train for ordination, another is considering 
the possibiity. A new deacon will be ordained early in 1975, but we lose a man 
through retirement in March. There are no urgent staffing needs just now, but new 
men are needed for the future. We can afford to be careful in our choice of suitable 


candidates. We need only the best. 


At the same time, we need to develop more lay leadership. If we believe in the 


priesthood of all believers, then to leave all the work to the ordained minister is a 
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denial of it. There is need to recognize the whole church as the body of Christ, in 
which each individual member has a role to play. Although the role of the minister 
is important, therefore, he is to be the team coach rather than the star player. We 


need men who will understand the nature of the task before them. 
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AROUND THE CHURCHES 


St. Andrew’s, Chiading 


Since the closure of the clinic, there have been empty rooms here. The local 
high school, short of accomodation for its students, asked if some of the girls could 
be accomodated there; all expenses involved in settling them in would be paid by 
the school. The result is that David Lai now has a field for ministry inside the 
bounds of St. Andrew’s itself. Chiading, at present a fishing village, is scheduled 
for major redevelopment; so there should be much wider scope for ministry in 


future years. 


St. Michael’s, Tainan 


From 9th to 12th November the first St. Michaels’ student retreat took place at 
Hsitou, a forestry area in the centre of the island. On this first occasion there 
were only six students present. Two workers for Campus Evangelical Fellowship, 
Andrew Shen and Matthew Liu spoke at the retreat. The speaker who commanded 
the most attention, however, was Paddy Peng, who teaches in an education college 
in Chang-hua. He spoke on “Christianity and Chinese Culture” and “Christianity 
and Reason”; after giving a wealth of facts, he answered questions so well that 


several visitors to Hsitou stopped by to listen. 


On 23rd November work began on the construction of the new dormitory. It is 
hoped that the job wll be completed by summer. Currently only 6 students are living 
at St. Michael’s, but there should be room for 28 next September. 


St. John’s Cathedral, Taipei 


The dean, Fr. Chia, although carrying out his duties, is not strong. He is currently 
being helped by Rev. Lin Kik-heng, who is from Singapore, and is fulfilling a 
short-term engagement in our diocese. 

Holy Trinity, Keelung 
Stephen Hu has now returned from his two year engagement in Malaysia, and 


has taken over from David Chee the ministry at this church. No longer will David 


have to make the weekly trek from Hsinpu. 


Church of the Good Shepherd, Shih-lin 


Rev. John Chien was inducted as Vicar of the Good Shepherd Church by Bishop 
Pong on the twenty-second of August. Since then, Fr. Chien has been called to 
rebuild a new wall to the rear of the chapel instead the wall which had been torn 
down for the construction of a new road, and to relocate the recreational equipment 
of the kindergarten. In addition, the water problem which had brought a lot of 
damage and cost this Church a lot in the past eight years has been totally removed. 


Many trees had also been planted around the court yard. 


In order to do some evangelistic work amongst our neighbors, Fr. Chien has 
also started a Sunday school on Sunday afternoons and a regular family worship in 


the Taiwanese dialect beginning from the nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost. 


The 10th anniversary bulletin of Good Shepherd Church edited by Canon 
Edmund B. Der has been published. 


THE DIOCESE AND BEYOND 


Bishops meet in Mexico 


When the House of Bishops met in Mexico from 13th to 18th October, the 
biggest issue before them was that of the ordination of women. The eleven ‘ordinations’ 
carried out in Philadelphia on July 29th had already been ruled as invalid. However, 
at thismeeting the voting was very much in favour of eventually opening up the 
priesthood to women. The whole matter would be discussed fully at the 1976 


Convention. This is not yet a significant issue for us here in Taiwan! 


Social Service Fund 


Although the drive for contributions to the Social Service fund is over, we were 
thakful to receive from Alexandra College, Dublin (Principal: Miss Ryan) the sum 
of £50 in September. The money is all to be used for new buildings at St Peter’s 


Chiayi, to further social work there. 


Painting Exhibition 


A painting exhibition including 173 works by contemporary Chinese artists was 
held at the Chinese Army Forces Culture and Activity Center, Taipei by our diocese 


to celebrate the 20th anniversary of its mission in Taiwan. It took place from Nov. 


12th to Nov. 18th. The total income of this exhibition will go to the special fund 


for social services. 


New Assistant Editor 
Since Rev. Wilfred Chee has left us to begin his new work in Australia, it has 
been necessary to find a new assistant editor for “Friendship”. Rev. John Chien has 


kindly agreed to undertake this task. 


John has been ordained for seven years. He was formerly vicar of Grace Church, 
Tainan. Recently he spent a year in the States, studying at Virginia Seminary. Now 
he is Vicar of Good Shepherd Church, Shihlin (Taipei), which some of our readers 


may recall. John is married, with three small children. 


Greetings from Bishop & Mrs. Charles Gilson 

Bishop Gilson writes that he & Mrs. Gilson have decided to donate the money 
on Christmas cards to the Presiding Bishops’ Fund for World Relief & to send 
through this magazine their Christmas wishes & blessings to all the clergy in our 
Diocese & all their friends in Taiwan & their families, and to let them all know 


that they are constantly remembered in their prayers & in their hearts. 


Editors’ Note: 


The original Magazine was lost in the mail. 
This accounts for the late publication of 


this issue. Please accept our apologies 


—— eres 


